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School rated inadequate
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amid concern over safety

Robert Cumber
robert.cumberl@nationalworld.com
@robert_cumber

A secondary school in Shef-
field has been rated ‘inade-
quate’ by Ofsted inspectors,
who voiced concerns about
bullying and safeguarding
measures.

King Edward VII School,
which has sites in Broomhill
and Crosspool, was inspect-
ed by Ofsted on September
27 last year following what
the education watchdog de-
scribed as a ‘number of com-
plaints...that raised serious
concerns’.

The report graded the
school ‘inadequate’ for over-
all effectiveness.

It was judged to be ‘good’
inthree ofthefive criteriafor
whichit wasassessed-behav-
iour and attitudes, personal
development,and sixth-form
provision - but inspectors
found thequality ofeducation
‘requires improvement’ and
the leadership and manage-
ment was ‘inadequate’.

When the school was last
inspected in 2018, it was
deemed to be ‘good’, which is
thesecond highest ofthe four
grades available.

Inspectors said in the lat-
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lea over academy move

Robert Cumber
robert.cumberl@nationalworld.com
_@robert_cumber

A historic Sheffield second-
ary school says it will be
‘forced’ to convert toanacad-
emy after being rated ‘inad-
equate’ by Ofsted.

But King Edward VII
School, which has sites in
Broomhilland Crosspool, has
told parents it hopes the De-
partment for Education and
Sheffield Councilwillworkin
partnership with schoollead-
ers and the governing board
‘in the best interests of the
school’ during this process.

Aletter to parents jointly
signed by headteacher Linda
Gooden and Peter Dickson,
chair of the governing board,
states that the ‘inadequate’
rating for overall effective-

est report that safeguarding
policies at King Edward VII
were not consistently ap-
plied, which meant children
‘may be at risk of harm’.

They highlighted con-
cernsinparticularaboutgaps
in the risk assessment con-
cerning pupils’ ‘movement
on and off the upper school
site atdinner time’.

Inspectors stated: “Lead-
ersat King Edward VIIschool
donotdoenoughtokeepchil-
dren safe.

A significant minority of
pupils do not feel that they
have an adult to speak to.
Some pupils would not pass
on concerns about bullying.

While school records
show that bullying is not fre-
quent, leaders donot encour-
age pupilseffectively tospeak
toanadultiftheyare worried
about something.”

The report also refers to
a ‘serious safeguarding inci-
dent’ at the school and says
leaderstherefailed totakeap-
propriateactiontolearnfrom
mistakesafterthishappened.

It does not give any details
about what this incident was
or whenit occurred.

Inspectorsstate: “Leaders’
actionsaround thesafeguard-
ing of pupilslackrigour.

“They do not thoroughly

ness in the Ofsted report
‘means that King Edward V11
School will be forced to con-
vert to an academy and join
amulti academy trust (MAT)
bythe Department for Educa-
tion (DfE).

Theletter continues: “The
Interim Regional Director, on
behalf ofthe DfE, will identify
sponsors for the school and
will work with the local au-
thority on this. School lead-
ers and the governing board
will not be part of this deci-
sion making process.

“It is hoped that the DfE
and local authority will work
in partnership with school
leaders and the governing
board in the best interests of
the school. This request has
been made to the local au-
thority.”

Ofsted inspectors voiced
concerns in their report

check that staff remember
important safeguarding up-
dates.

“As a result, some staff
have a too casual attitude to
theirresponsibilitiesaround
safeguarding.

“Sometimes, staff do not
pass on safeguarding con-
cerns to appropriate staffin
theschool. This putschildren
atrisk.”

Despite the disappointing
overallrating, several parts of
the report do make positive
reading.

Inspectors found that
most pupils were happy, they
‘relate well to each other’ and
there is a ‘respectful atmos-
phere’.

They described students’
behaviourasa ‘strength ofthe
school’, called the sixth-form
‘thriving’ and said an ‘ambi-
tious curriculum is planned
forall.

Inspectors also said that
pupils enjoy their lessons be-
causethey are taught by ‘pas-
sionate, engaging and expert
teachers’, though they la-
belled as ‘inconsistent’ stu-
dents’ recall of important
information they are taught.

The school is likely to be
issued with an academy or-
der and become a sponsored
academy.

about safeguarding there,
which they said meant chil-
dren ‘may be at risk of harm’.

They also stated that al-
though ‘school records show
that bullying is not frequent,
a ‘significant minority’ of pu-
pils felt they did not have an
adult tospeak toand some pu-
pils ‘would not pass on con-
cerns about bullying’.

The school’s latest letter
to parents states how it had
contested a ‘number’ of the
judgements but says Ofsted
refused to reconsider those
judgementsorre-inspectthe
school.

The letter states that
school leaders, governors
and staff are all ‘profoundly
disappointed’ with the over-
allrating.

The school has drawn up
an action plan to address the
areas forimprovement.
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Bullying concerns at King Edward VII School on Glossop Road were raised by Ofstedinspectors

King Edward VII School headteacher Linda Gooden
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Backing for

school team

Robert Cumber
robert.cumberl@nationalwortd.com
@robert_cumber

A number of parents have
spoken out against a Shef-
field secondary school’s‘inad-
equate’ Ofsted rating, saying
it ‘does not reflect the school
we know’.

King Edward VII School,
which has sites in Broom-
hill and Crosspool, was
downgraded by the educa-
tion watchdog from ‘good’
to ‘inadequate’, which it
says means it will now be
forced by the Department
for Education to convert to
an academy and join a multi
academy trust.

The school, the city’sonly
remaining local authority-
maintained secondary, said
it was ‘completely shocked’
by a number of the judge-
ments made by Ofsted
inspectors, which it had at-
tempted unsuccessfully to
contest.

Inspectors voiced con-
cerns about safeguarding,
which it is understood re-
late to upper school pupils
being allowed to leave the
grounds at lunchtime, and
about bullying, saying a ‘sig-
nificant minority’ of pupils
would ‘hesitate to pass on
concerns about bullying’.

The school has now

shared some messages of
support it has received
from parents, while one par-
ent has contacted The Tel-
egraph directly to say she
is ‘devastated’ about the re-
port and what it means for
the school.

The school said one par-
ent, whose views it said were
echoed by many others, had
told it: “The Ofsted report
does not reflect the school
we know, value and trust.

“Qur children and young
people are safe in this
school. Our children and
young people are happy and
thrive in King Edward V11
School.”

Another parent, it said,
had messaged to say: “We
have confidence in the
school, its leaders and staff.
We do not recognise the
school portrayed in the Of-
sted report.”

Other comments it
shared included one from a
parent with three children
at the school, who called it
an ‘outstanding school’,add-
ing ‘there is no other school
in the city I would want my
children to be’.

Another parent, it said,
had messaged to ‘offer my
overwhelming support and
appreciation for KES and its
amazing staff’, whileathird
reportedly said ‘your senior
leadership team, the teach-

ingand supportstaffand the
board of governors continue
to have my full confidence
and support’.

One parent who asked
not to be named, contacted
The Telegraph directly to
say: “lwasdevastated tohear
the news about about King
Edwards. The school hasa
long history in our commu-
nity.

“The thought that people
who don’t fully understand
what makes the school tick
will be responsible for de-
ciding its future is terrify-
ing.

“Though my work I know
just how differently some
schools are run. As parents
we are told we have choice
in education, but today that
promise feels like alie.”

Ofsted’s website states
when a local authority-
maintained school in Eng-
land is rated ‘inadequate’ it
is issued by the Education
Secretary with an academy
order and will then become
a sponsored academy. Ofst-
ed adds: “We will not usual-
ly monitor the school unless
there are safeguarding con-
cerns or there is a delay in
the school becomingaspon-
sored academy.”

The Department for Edu-
cation and Sheffield Council
have been contacted to ask
what happens next.
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demands government

strips rail firm of contract

A Sheffield MP has called for
the Transport Secretary to
‘wake up and put passengers
and the public first’ by with-
drawing the contract forrail
operator TransPennine Ex-
press.

Thenews comesas South
Yorkshire council leaders
haveagreeda£1.1mincrease
in spendingtohelp shoreup
public transport services.

Sheffield Heeley MP and
Labour’s shadow transport
minister Louise Haigh point-
edtoservice cancellationsby
the operator causing wide-
spread disruption.

She said in two days last
week almost 200 train ser-
vices were cancelled by
TransPennine Express,
leaving passengers strand-
ed across the North. ,

These failures by the
company and the govern-
ment’s inability to get a grip
on the situation is failing
passengersand causinghuge
disruption for people and re-
gional economies.

Ms Haigh warned trans-
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Louise Haigh criticised
TransPennine Express

port minister Mark Harper
the Government ‘cannot
continue to wash their
hands of responsibility, nor
reward failure’ as the dam-
agetotheeconomy fromthe
decisionoftheprivateopera-
tor mounts.

She has urged ministers
tobegin the process of with-
drawing the contract.

“This fiasco is causing
real damage to the regional
economy, passengers and
the public,” said the MP.

“Thiscannot continue, in

November ministers prom-
ised passengers that the
new timetable would be de-
liverable, but the results are
in and it’s worse than ever.
Ministers cannot continue
to think that the manage-
ment of TransPennine Ex-
pressare blameless in this.

“The North can’t afford
TransPennine Express any
longer. The government
must, immediately, strip
TransPennine Express of
this contract and bring it
under the Operator of Last
Resort.

“This hapless govern-
ment cannot continue to
wash their hands of respon-
sibility, blame anyone but
themselves, and reward fail-
ure without consequences.
It’s time ministers put pas-
sengers first”

South Yorkshire council
leadersbacked a £1.1million
boost totacklelocal public
transport pressures.

it comes despite contin-
ued pressures on local gov-
ernment finance.

® 07389 791 946

www.compositedoordirect.co.uk

S00-4-v-31SN

LA



